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true that at least one half of the thirty or more courses in
a Chinese banquet is barely tasted; nevertheless, in an
English dinner the food itself is not the principal thing*
More often than not the company sits down not so much
to enjoy the repast as to hear after-dinner speeches. The
food is just a preliminary to the post-prandial function,
and therefore is not so much emphasised as it is in a Chinese
banquet* In the latter it is just eating and drinking or
talking, but no speech-making* And in this respect the
English banquet is decidedly superior* For when one
is surrounded by an abundance of flowers and artistic
decorations, as well as entertained by first an orchestra
and then the post-prandial speakers, the whole atmos-
phere partakes of the spirit of a pleasurable dinner*
The inner man is fed, but the aesthetic senses are also
satisfied*

Moreover, there is also in a Western dinner or banquet
an admixture of ladies* This is unknown in China,
although in recent years, especially among foreign educated
students, the old seclusion of sexes is slowly being relaxed
and in friendly dinners the Western custom is more or
less adopted* This participation of ladies deserves to
be encouraged, for their presence not only contributes
to the gaiety of the assembly but also produces a sobering
influence on the deportment of the male birds* Of course,
there are occasions when lady guests are strictly excluded ;
but in such cases, the gathering is more a formal business
meeting than an enjoyable social affair*

In the case of a mixed company there is, however, this
drawback* Namely that, unless the hostess is careful in
the selection of her guests, you may easily be placed next